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FRIENDLY ADDRESS, &.. 


‘Prietidss Countrymen, and Fellow -Subjeéis } 


UR civil government (fays an excellent 


y Englifh Writer) is ee placed between 
e 


the two extremes of de/potic power and 


bepaler Licentioufne/s: it is wifely compofed of fuch 
_ aque 


mixture of the feveral fimple forms of go- 
nt, thofe of one, of a few, and of many, as 
are patible: the advantages, and to 
lude the inconveniencies, peculiar to each; and 
parts are fo nicely combined and adjufted, that 


own advantages, might {till be, by far the happiett : 
furrounded by the bleffings of peace, health, and 
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Under thefe advantages, the colonies have hi- 
therto flourifhed beyond example. They have be- 
come populous, both by natural increafe, and the 
yearly influx ef foreigners, the fure indications of 
a happy country; and they have become rich, by 
‘practifing, at their eafe, the peaceable arts of agri- 
culture and commerce. And were they to puriue 
the fame path which has brought them thus far, 
there is no doubt but they would go on to flourith 
and _profper in the fame proportion, till, in procefs, 
of time, they would excite either the admiration or 
envy of the whole human race. The advice there= 
fore of Mo/es to a people highly favoured of Heaven, 
is juftly applicable to them; and nothing can be 
wanting to their happinefs, but hearts to follow it: 
“° Only take heed to thyfelf, fays he, and keep thy 
« foul diligently, left thou forget the things which 


«< thine eyes have feen, and left they depart’ from 


«¢ thine heart, all the days of thy life.” 
But a far different profpect, at this time, prefents 
itfelf to view. The darknefs of a rifing tempeft 


is beginning to overfpread our land. The thunder - 


roars at a diftance, and appears to be fwiftly ap- 
proaching. It is high time therefore to awaken 
the thoughtlefs to a fenfe of their danger, and to 
think of providing for our common fafety. 

There is, there can be, but one way to prevent 


the ruin that threatens us. Our own mifconduét 


has brought it forward, and our immediate refor- 
Mmation mutt ftop its progrefs. He muft be blind, 
that is not convinced of this; and he muft be in- 
fatuated, that will purfue the road, which evidently 
terminates in datknefs and deftruétion. 

Whether the Brit Parliament has been right or. 
wrong in its late proceedings, towards the Colonies ; 
our behaviour has been fuch, as every government 
muft and will think’ intolerable. If the fupreme 
power of any kingdom or ftate, through want of 

due 
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due information or attention, fhould adopt mea- 
fares that are wrong or oppreffive, the fubjects may 
complain and remonftrate againft them in a refpect- 
ful manner; but they are bound, by the laws of 
Heaven and Earth, not to behave undutifully, 
much more not to behave infolently and rebellioufly. 
The bands of fociety would be diffolved, the har- 
mony of the world confounded, and the order of 
nature fubverted, if reverence, refpecét, and obe- 
cence, ayer be refufed to thofe whom the con- 


fit has vefted with the higheft authority. The 


Jat se Hearne of open difrefpect to government 
oe ar ‘ee tt, that no mifconduct of the adminiftra- 
tion can juftify or excufe it. The euilt of it is fo 
aggravated, that Chriftians are required, under the 
heavieft penalty, to avoid it, and to be fubjed? to 
s higher powers, of whatever character, for confci- 
ence fake. No tyrant was éver more defpotic and 
cruel, than Nero, and no Court ever more cor- 
‘rupted than his , and yet to the government of this 
cruel and defpotic tyrant, and his corrupt miniftry, 
peaceable fubmiffion was enjoined by an Apoitle, 
who had a due regard for the rights and liberties of 
mankind. To difturb or threaten an eftablifhed 
3 eee by popular infurreétions and tumults, 
as always been confidered and treated, in every 
age and nation of the world, as an unpardonable 
crime: and were we the jubjects of the Grand Turk, 
it is as certain that we ought not to encourage fuch 
ractices, as that St. Paul and St. Peter, who con- 
Beained them, were infpired men. 
~ But my defign is not to confider, how far the 
* conduét of the Colonies is, or is not, conform- 
able to the rules and. precepts of the*Chriftian 
. ‘religion ; but, how far it is to be condemned 
or juftified by the maxims of found policy and 
ptudence. Our temporal intereft. and fafety are 
confiderations which all will regard, how much 
- foever 


[6] cure 
foevet they may flight or defpife the obligations of 
religion. ; 

The voice of complaint, to call it no worfe, is 
‘now heard through every corner of our land; an 
we are daily exhorted to prepare for the defence 
of our libertiés, and all that is facred, with united 


” efforts. —But before we proceed, it concerns us to 


be well informed, both as to our real danger, and 
the fteps proper to be taken, : 

Were the Americans attually in a {tate of oppref- 
fion, it would fhew their wifdom and prudence, to 
fubmit with patience to their prefent condition, 
rather than to provoke the power that oppreffes 
them, without fome fair profpect of obtaining re- 
lief. One degree of diftrefs, in confequence of the 
weight of illegal power, is a grievance ; ten degrees 
of diftrefs are proportionably a greater evil; but 
bad as it is, he muft be an idiot or a madman, 
who would not prefer them to twenty. But it ap- 
pears to me that, of all people under Heaven, the 
King’s fubjects in America, have hitherto had the 
Jeaft ground of complaint; and that the prefent 
confufion'of the Colonies has been occafioned by 
mifinformations and falfe alarms. If none of our 
legal rights have been invaded, no injury has been 
done us; if we have not been injured, we have no 
room for complaint ; and we can never be juftified 
in refenting that, which it would be unreafonable 
to complain of. - 

My Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow-Subjetts ! 
fuffer, for afew minutes, an American, one who 
has often gloried in the title, who loves his country 
as much, and has as great a regard for its honour, 
as any of you, to reafon and expoftulate with you, 
in plain language, on a fubject now of the higheft 
importance, both to you and him. 

You are taught to exclaim loudly againft ‘ the 
‘s arbitrary proceedings of the Britifo Parliament.” 

But 
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“But confider; wherein have they been arbitrary, 


and in what do you fuffer? Why, it feems, <* a 


” 
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** duty of three-pence a pound, has been laid, by 
© Parliament, upon their teas exported to America ; 
¢€ and we cannot purchafe the tea, without paying 
** the duty.” But if this may be called a burden, 
fo may the weight of an atom on the fhoulders of 
a giant: befides, this burden may be eafily avoid- 
ed; for we have no occafion to purchafe the tea, 


q and unlefs we purchafe it, we are under no obli-. 


gations to pay the duty. P 

_ You will fay: “ the Parliament had xo right to 
€¢ lay the duty.” Bur I fufpect we are, moft of 
us, but indifferent judges of the rights of Parlia- 


_ ment; or however, the Parliament muft a& ac- 
_ cording to their own judgment, and not according 


‘0 ours, if it be different from theirs, They affert, 
ad believe, that they have the right in queftion; 


and we have never proved that they have not. Nay, 


‘we ourlelves have always believed and allowed that 


_ they have it, till the prefent occafion. I might 
-add, that we have always allowed that they had a 
_ fight to regulate not only the trade, but all con- 
__eerns of the Colonies; fuch a power they have al- 


ways exercifed, and we have fubmitted to their 
aéts. Thus, for inftance, we have paid a duty on 


~ wine and molaffes, in obedience to Parliament, and 
_ without proteftations or remonftrances ; and, for 


e fame reafons, we are as much obliged to pay 


ey e duty on tea. If we would ac confiftently, we 


| either refufe to pay the duty on wine and 


molaffes, or confent to pay it on tea; for it is, in 


both cafes, impofed from the fame principle, and 
has the fame effect. 


__. Perhaps it will be replied, ‘‘ Thefe and all other 
® duties ought to be rejected, becaufe they are 


© precedents, and intended to prepare the way for 


_ § higher demands; and if Parliament has a right 


ce 


Ee J 
&* to take from us one penny, without our confent, 
*¢ it has a right to ftrip us of our whole property, 
*¢ and to make us abfolute flaves.” 

This, I believe, is the firft time that a fovereign 
power has been in want of precedents, to juftify its 
making laws to govern any part of its dominions. 
It is a contradiétion in the nature of things, and 
as abfurd as that a part fhould be greater than the 
whole, to fuppofe that the fupreme legiflative power 
of any kingdom does not extend to the utmoft 
bounds of that kingdom. If thefe Colonies, which 
originally belonged to England, are not now to be 
‘regulated and governed by the, authority of Great- 
Britain, then the confequences are plain; they are 
not dependent upon Great-Britain—they are not 
included within its territories—they are no part of 
its dominions—the inhabitants are not Engli/h, they 
can have no claim to the privileges of Englifhbmen, 
they are, with regard to England, foreigners and 
aliens; nay, worfe, as they have never been legally 
difcharged from the duty they owed it, they are 
rebels and apoftates. On the above fuppofition, 
they are, at beft, as much the dominions of Den- 
_ mark or Ruffia, as of Great-Britain, for there can 
be no difference in this cafe, unlefs one has an au- 
thority over them, which the others have not. But 
if Great-Britain poflefles a fovereignty over the 
Colonies, fhe certainly has a right, at leaft, to re- 
gulate our commerce ; and efpecially to regulate 
the importation of fuch articles of mere luxury, 
as we can choofe whether we will be concerned 
with, or not, with but little inconvenience to our- 
felves. Now the prefent duty on tea is exaétly 
fuch a regulation. 
~ -¥ou allow that this duty is a thing that is but 
trifling in itfelf; but then you conceit that you 
‘ought to oppofe it, becaufe it is a precedent, which 
‘hereafter may be ufed to your difadvantage. Iam 

ferry 


Epo] 
y to fee that men can be fo eafily deluded’ by 
fophittry. Can you imagine that Parliament 
not do whatever they think rightto be done 
them, without waiting for precedents? Yet pre- 


ay be fuppofed to have for them. 5°)» font 

“.As-to the argument that, “ If Parliament has-a 
‘right to take from us one penny, without our 

< confent, ‘it has:a right to ftrip us of! our whole 


¢ father of it, it appears tome to be weak 
fophiftical.. A right todo what is reafonable, 
plies not a right to do what is unreafonable. "A 
father may havea right over his ‘fon, fo far as to 
d him on an errand; or upon any reafonable fer- 
ice, without having fuch an abfolute authority as 
oblige him to throw himfelf down a precipice, 
to hang himfelf. In like manner, ‘cafes’may 
ppen, in which it would be reafonable for Par=' 
ment to take from us fome fmall matter, though 
jere unwilling to part with it; but the cafe can. 


ke from us every thing; unlefs we: fhould have 
ited it. . Every fociety has a right to make a 


t not to-abufe it. There can be no right to do 
at is unque(tionably wrong. tothe, 


without our confent. But the duty on tea, which has 


fark B pay 


operty;” altho’ fo great amanas Mr. Locke. 


ly be fuppofed, in which it would be reafonable: 
ate ufe, of its power over its own members, » 
But. you will fay, it is wrong to tax ‘us at all,» 


otcafioned all our confufions, is not fuch a tax;~ 
_ for unlefs you. confent.to the tax, you are not to” 


a 
<> 
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_ pay the duty. You may refufe it, if you pleafe, 
without incurring any penalty, or confiderable in- 
convenience. As to fuch taxes as arife from the 
general regulation of American commerce, they muft 
be impofed without our formal confent, if they are 
impofed at all. For if all the Colonies mutt be con- 
fulted, and all muft agree, before fuch a regulation 
can take place, it is eafy to forefee, that - nothing 
of this kind can be eftablithed, as nothing can be 
propofed, in which all the Colonies, having each 
its peculiar views and interefts, would be likely to 
agree. Therefore Great-Britain muft either impofe 
fuch duties upon our imports and exports, as may 
be thought proper for the good of the whole com- 
munity, without our confent, or fhe muft not at- 
tempt to regulate our trade; and if fhe is not to— 
fuperintend and regulate our trade, fhe had better 
relinquifh at once her claim of authority over her 
Colonies, after which they cannot expect to enjoy 
her protection. 

But you further objeé, that ‘* if we are to be 
«¢ bound by laws to which we have never confented, 
“«« we have not the rights of Engiifhmen.” In. an- 
{wer to this, let me remind you, firft of all, that 
it never was, nor can it be, the right of Englifamen 
to be exempted from the authority of an Engi or 
Britifo Parliament. It is not a proper confent tothe 
laws enacted by the Briti/b Parliament, but the be- 
ing bound by thofe laws, that diftinguithes a Britifh 
fubject from a foreigner. So long as a man refides 
within any dominions, he is a fubjeét of it, and is 
obliged to fubmit to its laws, as far as they concern 
him, whether he approves of them or not. There 
are many people in England, who are natives of the 
country, that do not confent to aéts of Parliament 
that are paffed, unlefs by a bare fiftion of the law; 
which can make a xominal confent, but not a real 


one. This is always the cafe of the minority, where 
there 


‘ 
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‘there is a divifion, whofe votes are over-ruled by 
the major part ; for the law neceffarily paffes, not 

‘only without, but contrary to, their confent. 
 Befides, there are millions of people refiding in 
England, who have no votes in elections, and are 
never confulted about the expediency of laws. I 
hope thefe are all Englifhmen, although they give no 
other confent to aéts of Parliament, to which they 
are bound to fubmit, than what is implied in their 
“freely refiding within the jurifdiction and protec- 
gon of Parliament. In this fenfe, the Americans, by 
; Satan and continuing to refide, within 
the Britifh dominions, confent to be governed by 
the Briti/fh laws. When the Colonifts firft fettled on 
ee ae" ground, they well knew that the 
rity of Parliament was not to be fufpended or 
the ey had no power of fending reprefentatives 
to Parliament of their own choofing. On thefe terms 
pt willingly fettled here; and they have always 
enjoyed every advantage which they originally ex- 


m, in their favour; and they knew too, 


oa ae to receive, and which was contracted for in 


« 


heir ftipulation with the Crown, and they can have 


. Bo jut teafon to complain on this account. Yet 


Pe eer 


** Bound by no laws, but what are made by their 
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<« refpective provincial legiflatures, to: which the: 
** confent by reprefentation.” With regard to this 
“doétrine, I beg leave only to afk a few queftions. 


Can you be made to believe, that it was ever. the © 


‘Intention of the Crown, to eftablifh by charter a 
power of legiflation, in any of the Colonies, that 
is fovereign, independent, and uncontrolable by 
the fupreme authority of the nation ? Can you ima- 
gine, that in any inftance, more than a /ubordinate 
right of jurifdiction was meant, for the internal re- 
gulation of the diftri€ mentioned in the. charters 
or conceive that fuch a grant can place you beyond 
the reach of parliamentary authority ? Would not 
the arguments that perhaps have deceived you, 
prove as ftrongly, that the charter of the city of 
Albany, granting a power to make laws for its in- 
ternal regulation, provided they are not contrary to 
the laws of the Province, places the inhabitants of 
that city beyond the reach of laws made by the af- 
fembly of New-York ? : : 
You, one and all, talk of your rights by charter : 
but are not fome of the Colonies without charters ? 
And do all the charters convey exaétly the fame 
privileges and rights? Do any of them fay, that you 
fhall not be bound by laws made in Great-Britain 2 
Nay, doés not the charter of Pennfylvania fay ex- 
prefsly, that zaxes may be laid upon the inhabitants 
by a&t of Parliament ? None therefore have a right 
to plead their charters, in the prefent controverfy 
with the mother country, who refide in the Colonies 
that are without charters, or in Pennfylvania; and 
it is high time for thofe who refide in the other Co- 
lonies, to furnifh fome kind of évidence, that their 
charters give them the right for which they contend. 
They have not yet done this; they have not at- 
tempted to-do it; I fufpeét they never will attempt 
it; and { challenge them todo it if they can. You 
may have heard tome of them declaim on this topic, . 
as rs and 
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them, again; but, /if-you expec 

nt for, -you. will be difappointed, 
s been offered is,in order to thew, that, 
, nd. proper right of the Colonies is in- 
yy the late actof, Parliament, that impofes 
y on the teas exported, to America. And 
of notice, and we ought to attend 
v oceed,, that the. Colonies of 
‘ounelticut, New-York, New-Ferfey, 
land,. Aarne, the Carolinas.and 
a pncoher of the late 
I and | para ifpute of their 
ler ima but nat arifes from 


Suppo that. we, have. tp pen 
d thatour. paying the duty 
tional, liberties. 
in, W he Americans | in eneral 
ued as the true ftate of the cafe, 
WV bat t method the Colonies ought 
der 0 get.r rid of the duty Sais 
> been already. taken,.. in. 
€ operation c of the. 
aaa tea was, 
pita red a ‘refolution, 
e vi virtue punétually to.adhere, 
appy would it have been for. 
eee. had been univerfally. 
at _we fhould ftill have enjoyed 
. siterip y feditious alarms; and. 
_ charged with ftorm and. thunder, 
rapes our, corer would not. have: col- 
ft 


of the other Colonies, the tea was not , 
fo enter ‘their ports, but it was fent ba 

ih alli its, iSirepanltances,. mutt . 
ult. upon ¢ government; 
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in all probability, the nation would have over- 
looked, and many of the friends of America would. 
have thought worthy of commendation. But, as 
the evil genius of the colonies would have it, the 
tea that was fent to Boffon, was neither ftored, nor 
fent back, but outrageoufly deftroyed by the hands 
of violence. 

Whatever may be thought of confining, or 
fending back the tea, there are but few people fo 


abandoned to all fentiments of fitnefs, propriety, —_ 


and juftice, as to think the deftruction of it excufe- 
able ; and the government at home, as all govern- 
ments would in the like cafe, thought it unfuffer- ~ 
able.—It was foon determined, to inflict an exem- 
plary rare iat upon the town that was guilty of 
fuch fhameful and flagrant injuftice; and an act 
was pafied, for fhutting up the port of Boffoa, till 
proper fatisfaction fhould be made for fo provoking 
an outrage. 

It is certain, that all the Americans are out of 
the reach of this a€t; that it was not intended to 
affect them; and therefore that they have nothing 
immediately to do with it, excepting the inhabitants 
of Boffon themfelves. Accordingly I fhould have 
paffed it by, as foreign from our part of the difpute, 
had it not been voted by all our county and provin- 
cial Committers, to be dangerous to the liberties of 
the Britifh Colonies. For this reafon, I fhall offer 
fome obfervations on what appears to have been 
the policy of the a&t; which I thal! addrefs to thofe 
only, who are fo reafonable and modeft as to allow, 
that the tea ought not to have been deftroyed. 

If the conduct of the Boftonians, in deftroying 
the tea, was criminal, it deferved punifhment ; and’ 
punifhments fhould always be regulated by the na- 
ture and degree of the crimes for which they are 
infliéted, and the circumftances that attended the 
commiffion of them. Now the crime of the Boffo-’ 

nian$ 
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_wians was a compound of the groffeft injury and 
Gnfult. It was an a&t of the higheit infolence to- 
wards government, fuch as mildnefs itfelf cannot 
overlook orforgive. The injuftice of the deed was 
~alfo moft atrocious : as it was the deftruction of pro- 
_--perty toa vaft amount, when it was known that the 

nation was obliged in honour to protect it. At the 
_ fame time it was very notorious, that the intention 

- of the perpetrators was, by this example, to lead 
‘and excite others, when the expected opportunity 
_ fhould prefent, to the fame wanton excels of riot 
and licentioufnefs. Under thefe circumftances, 
_ found policy was thought to require, that both a 
_ fevereand a fpeedy punifhment fhould be inflited— 
 fevere, that it might bear fome proportion to the 
guilt; and fpeedy, that it might prevent the like 
— mifchief in ee inftances. Peak 
Many, I know, who admit that Bofton ought to 
__ have been punifhed, yet exclaim loudly againft the 
_ punifhment decreed by Parliament, as being too 
_ fevere in its manner: And if any other punifhment 
had been inflicted, many of them, I dare fay, would 
__ have exclaimed till. For when people are once 
_ difaffe€&ted towards an adminiftration, whether with 
or without juft reafon, they will always find fome 
etence for blaming any meafure that can be taken 
It. : 
___ As tothe feverity of the punifhment in quettion, 
_ it was no more than fhutting up a port, till fatif- 
_ faétion fhould be made for a flagrant injury and 
_ infult, of which it had been guilty. While this re- 
ftraint was laid, a free ufe of all the neighbouring 
pees was allowed; fo that no people but the inha- 
itants of the town of Boffon were intended to be 
_ punifhed by this a& ; and a fufficient time was in- 
dulged them to remove all their veffels out of their 
harbour, that they might be ufefully employed 
_ during the reftraint of their port. And as foon as 
Chen com- 
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_ compenfation fhould be made for;the injury done, — 


_ and a proper acknowledgment of the offence com- 


_. mitted; every appearance fhews that government — 


. intended to be fatisfied,..and to remove the punith- 
_ment. . For provifion was made, that;-on fuch an 
event, the King might..immediately fufpend the 
operation of the act, without waiting for the meet- 
_ing,.or the: formal proceedings of the Parliament, 


which might require,time. Surely none, who have » 


.as high afenfe of public guilt, as of private, can 


think, this punifhment -too fevere for the crime, — 
confidered .under all. it ,aggravations.., Kor,,.no — 


‘people are entitled to the ufe of, any advantage, 
which they wantonly abufe to the injury of others, 
. Anoutcry is alfo made, that. ‘* the punifhment of 
© the Boffonians was hafty and precipitant, offering 
<< no alternative, and not fuffering the party to be 
<: heard... it is freely confefled that, in common 
cafes, none, ought to be punifhed without.a regular 
- trial and conviction...’ But here the cafe was uncom- 
mon and extraordinary. The. moft effential rights 
of government was audacioufly invaded—the crime 
was notorious and unqueftionable—a regular trial 


mutt havé been the work of time—and while this, — 
would: be depending, it, was imagined the evil, — 


would fpreads Both the letter and {pirit of the law: 


had been openly infulted and defied, by the people: 


in Boffon,; and, in fuch a cafe, the forms of the 
‘law, in bringing them back to a fenfe of their 


duty, when it was apprehended that the delay of — 


punifhment would be dangerous to the community, 
were thought to be difpenfible.. Such confidera- 
‘tions indeed will not authorife a judge,,or. any 
court of juttice, to proceed in this compendious 


manner; but when a-cafe.comes before the whole 


legiflative.body, they have, always the power to 
diipenfe with the ordinary forms, and todo what 


is conceived to be moft.conducive to the public _ 


fafety. 
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the words of the juftly cele- 
stone, ‘* The bare idea of .a 
a power, fomewhere vefted, to 


piected, that ‘¢ fuch.a mode of 
he innocent in the fame 


ferve, that this inconvenicnee 


od or man,/and necefiarily 
tion of the world. ‘here «is 
ople fo bad, but many innocent per- 
ixed with them. At the very worft, 
mber of innocent children, who 
and dependent upon, the 

“he confequence-of which is, 
commonly no individual, can 
ifhed, without hurting fome inno- 
The objection therefore, if it has 
will hold good againft all public, and 
_punifhments, of what kind foever. 
wn of Boffow there are many innocent, 
refpectable perfons (many more than 


only imagined) wha are as free from the — 


-and hold it in as much abomination, 
within his Majefty’s dominions. -For 
“more efpecially, thofe who have the 
sard for the honour of government, wifh 
nifhment could have been avoided. 
was politically impoflible, they. muft 
wn fhare, with prudence and patience, 
ey can,—enjoying a confcioufnefs of 
nocence,—maintaining their integrity, 
dft of a crooked and perverfe genera- 
and looking forward to that time, which 
» not diftant, when they may expect to be 
ed _with {uch favours as the public can 


a ite oe The 


ty’ In anfwer to which, 


t of its'laws, is the height of :po- | 


all punifhments inflicted on,a | 
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‘The refolves of the above-mentioned committees 
alfo exprefs, that their brethren in Boffon, meaning 
the offenders againft government, are to be con- 
fidered ‘* as fuffering in the common caufe of 
<* American liberty.” But I hope the Acentioufnefs 
of their behaviour, is not avowed to be any part 
of the fyftem of American liberty; and 1 fhould be 
extremely forry to find, that the common caufe of the 


SS ee 


Colonies requires fuch defences as theirs. If araving — 


enthufiaft, in order to promote the common caufe 
_ Of American liberty, fhould take it in his head to 

_affaffinate his Prince, and afterwards fhould be 
punifhed for his tteafon ,; he might with equal 


propriety, be confidered as fuffering in the caufe | 


of American liberty. But, in that cafe, I believe 
no fober Americans would think themfelves bound 
to abet the affaffination ; and for the fame reafons, 
we are under no obligations to abet the deftructive 
violence of the people in Boffon, or to endeavour 
to fkreen it from public juftice. So far as they 

- meant well, they ought to be commended ; but fo 
far as they did wrong, they ought to be condemned. 
And we both expofe ourfelves, and injure our caufe, 
by appearing to countenance their lawlefs and un- 
warrantable proceedings. 

The fame refolves allo condemn, as oppreffive and 
dangerous, the other aé@ for altering the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice in the Maffachufetts-Bay, and it has 

been ufed as an inftrument, in the hands of our 
popular incendiaries, for farther inflaming the 
minds of the Americans againft the King and his 
Minifters. But it deferves notice, that the altera- 
tion made by the aét, is rather an imaginary than 
-areal evil. For it introduces into that province a 
regulation, which is far from being inconfittent with 
the happinefs of the people; as it only reduces 
them to a form of proceedings, under which the 
inhabitants of New-York and New-Ferfey have been 
as happy as any people in America. Indeed it 
. abridges 
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“abridges. them of fome privileges that had been 
nted by charter. But no privileges are curtailed 
Breeae: but fuch as had been abufed and forfeited 
ever and over, and fuch as probably would con- 
tinue to be abufed, to the great injury and difturb- 
’ ance of that province, as well as ‘to the difhonour 
and reproach of the nation. It is the opinion of 
the beft friends to the rights of mankind, that 
_ charters may be forfeited ; and, it is a proof of 
the mildnefs, not of the rigour, of the adminiftra- 
tion, that the Maffachu/etts charter, after fo many 
abufes and provocations, has not been totally va- 

cated, rather than abridged. 
__ Befides the two Jaft-mentioned aéts, there is a 
third, for fettling the government of Quebec, which 
ae oly applied to the fame noble 
rpofe of enraging the Americans again{ft the 
ures of government ; and more lyes and mif- 
htations concerning this aét have been cir- 
culated, than one would think malice and falfhood 
could invent. It is pofitively afferted, and gene- 
rally believed, on the evidence of pofitive affer- 
tions, that by this aét the Popifh religion is e/fa- 
__ blifped, throughout the vaft extent of country now 
_ * fubject to the government of Quebec; and that the 
Proteftant religion is there obliged to fkulk in 
corners, not daring to lift up its head. Whereas, 
if we have recourfe to the words of the act, we 
fhall fee, that the Popith religion is no more ‘than 
_ tolerated within that dominion ; which was one of 
the’conditions, on which the country furrendered 
itfelf to the crown of Great Britain; and that a 
_ proper foundation is laid for the eftablifhment of 
the Proteftant religion, which is meant to take 
ce. Tithes, which are the property of the to- 
erated Romifh church in all the parifhes, are indeed 
areca to be paid, as formerly, to the minifter of 
_ the “ica but the very moment a: man declares 
Cg himfelf 
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himfelf a’ Profeftant, he is freed, by the a&, from. 
the obligation to pay tithes to the Popith incum- 
bent. In that cafe, it is provided, that ‘* his;:Ma- 
/% jefty, his heirs or fucceffors, may make fuch 


** provifion out of the accuftomed dues. and, 
** rights, for the emcouragement of the Proteftant 
*< religion, -and for the maintenance-of a Proteftant 
“ clergy within the faid province, as he or they shall, 
‘s from time to time, think neceffary and expedient.” It 
is true, the Papifts in Canada might have had a 
toleration lefs. generous than is granted them, with- 
ont the Parliament’s allowing to the clergy their 
tithes, or to the parifhes their churches... But fuch 
a toleration, although it might have. fulfilled. the 
letter of the articles of the treaty, would not have 
anfwered their expectations, nor have left upon 
their minds favourable impreffions of the. Britifb 
juftice and honour. If we had taken from them 
their churches, or {tripped the clergy of their tithes, 
which might have been done with equal propriety, 
it would probably have increafed the number of 
his Majefty’s difaffected American fubjeéts ; which 
appears to be too great without them, And as to 
trials by juries, they are affirmed.to be excluded by 
the aét; burt the affertion. is groundlefs and. -falfe. 
Juries are no more exchuded from. Canada, than 
they are excluded from the other American Colonies. 
They have never been eftablifhed by act of Parlia- 
ment in any of the Colonies, excepting the late act 
° for the regulation of the Maffachufetts-Bay. -They. 
owe their being in America to acts of our provin- 
cial Aflemblies, confirmed at home; and the pro- 
yincial legiflature of Canada may introduce them 
as foon as they pleafe, and it is expected that they 
will, as foon as the inhabitants defire them, or the 
{tate of the country will admit of them *. 

=< I have 


* Ste this point cleared up, in a candid and fatisfaftory 
manner, in a pamphlet entitled, The Fuftice and Policy of the 
At 
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. Ihave taken. this notice of the three: laft-aéts res 


. lating. to the Colonies, in order to. fhew,, that in 
themfelves they are not of fo alarming a nature as 


has been reprefented,. and that they. wear not that 
tremendous afpect which our wild: imaginations 
have given them. ‘Two, of, them were meant as 
punifhments, for.crimes againft. the: ftate, and to’ 
make examples of thefe, who were. confidered as 
the greateft offenders, and from whole republican 
fpirit a general, mifchief was apprehended... The 
defign: of the, other, aét was to fecure, to. a new 
colony the religious toleration it had: a righ? to de- 
mand, and otherwife to eafe the minds of a.nume- 
rous body of people, whofe behaviour, towards 


government had been decent and unexceptionable — 


fince they. owed. it allegiance, and who were likely 


- toprove his Majetty’s, mo/t layal and faithful fubjects 


in his American dominions., 

Notwithftanding all that has been fuggefted, and 
in fpite of all that can be, faid, I am aware our po- 
litical. incendiaries, will go, on in their own way, and 
till. contend, that thefe aéts.are tyrannical and arbi- 
trary, and threaten the deftruction of American 
liberty.. But if we-would recollect ourfelves, and 
attend a-moment to the’ conduét and characters of 
thefe men, we fhould be convinced that no _repre- 
fentations of theirs are worthy of regard. For, in 


_ all. their motions, they difcoyer themfelves to be 


under the undue influence of prejudice and paffion. 
Through this dark and mifty medium every abject 
appears to them under.a violent diftorfion,; and as 
thus diftorted, they muft defcribe it to others. No 


- wonder then, that they. put the very. worft.con- 


ftructions 


‘AG of Parliament, for making more effeélual Prowifion. for. the 
7 at Rast of Garbec, which has ect tasely Falta Mr- 
Gains. See alfo a defence of the general policy of this a&, 
in A Letter (faid to. be svrote by Lord Lyttleton) to the Larl. of 
Chatham, reprinted by Mr, RivincTon. 
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ftruétions upon, and affien the very worft mo- 
tives for, all the proceedings of the Briti/fb Parlia- 
ment. 

However, let us now fuppofe the truth and reality 
of the facts as ftated by them; yet the inferences 
they intend, will by no means follow. Suppofing 
Popery were actually effablifbed in Canada, on the 
requeft of the inhabitants ; would it follow, that it 
was defigned alfo to eitablifh it in the other Colo- 
nies, where the inhabitants are averfe to it? Can 
any man, in his fenfes, believe this to be the de- 
fign of Parliament ? Again: Suppofing the punifh- 
ment inflicted on the Boftonians to be arbitrary and 
fevere ; yet thofe who are free from their guilt, 
and mean not to contract it, have no reafon to fear 
the like punifhment. ‘* For rulers are not a terror 
** to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then 
“< not be afraid of the power? Do that which. is 
** good, and thou fhalt have praife of the fame: 
“* for he is the minifter of God to thee for good. 
s¢ But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; 
** for he beareth not the fword in vain; for he is 
«« the minifter of God, a revenger to execute 
“* wrath upon him that doth evil.” So far as we 
are innocent, we are fafe; but if we undertake to 
juttify or abet the crimes of others, we fhare in 
their guilt ; and particularly, if we are fomenters 
of the fedition that rages in Boffon, we muft take 
the confequence, 

But the Boftonians, you fay, are over-punifhed. Tf 
that be the cafe, they are entitled to our pity, and 
to our influence in obtaining a mitigation of their 
punifhment. But this can be no reafon, for our 
putting ourfelves in the fame predicament with 
them, for making ourfelves partners in their guilr, 
or for bringing upon ourfelves.a fimilar punifhment, 
Bk muft be fools to think of doing this; and if 
they defire us to do it, their modefty is like that o 

; the 
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‘the fox in the fable, who, becaufe he happened to 
have loft his own tail, requefted of his brother 
foxes, that they would all iuffer their tails to be 
cut off roo. But the foxes had more wifdom than 
‘tocomply ; and fo fhould we have. As the punifh- 
ment of the Bofonians was defigned to be local, 
and peculiar to them, we have no bufinefs to caufe 
. it to be general. Their cafe is not yetours; and, 
God grant that it never may be! 
_ The proper difpure fubfifting between Great-Bri- 
tain and any of her Colonies, excepting that of the 
Maffachutts-Bay, is only de Lana Caprina, about an 
.aét impofing a duty of three-pence a pound upon tea. 
This is the only ground we have for complaining: 
of the adminiftration ; and yet this has occafioned, 
throughout our Colonies, fuch an indecent and 
violent oppofition to government as is truly afto- 
nifhing. Can fuch behaviour on fo flight a provo- 
cation, proceed from dutiful and loyal fubjefis ? No; 
it is impoffible. Whatever we.may think, or fay, 
of ourfelves, if we had any true principles of 
loyalty, or any tolerable fenfe of the duty that is due 
to the fupreme legiflative power, under which the 
providence of God, and our confent, have placed 
us, no trifling confiderations could prevail with us 
to behave towards it in fo petulant and difrefpect- 
ful.a manner. But there is too much reafon to 
‘believe, that our minds are unprincipled, and our 
hearts difpofed for rebellion. Ever fince the re- 
duction of Canada, we have been bloated with a 
vain opinion of our own power and importance. 
Our eafe has produced pride and wantonnefs. We 
have béen intoxicated with fuch draughts of liberty, 


- ‘as our conftitutions would not bear; and under 


this intoxication, we have conceited that all the 
privileges indulged us were the effects of fear. 
From thinking, we have proceeded to fpeaking, 
difrefpe&tfully. of our mother country; and our 

language 
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Janguage now is—* Ir is contrary to reafon and 
** nature, that the petty ifland of Britain fhould 
** govern,- and give laws to, the extenfive and 
s¢ mighty regions of America.” 
Yet whatever /ime may produce, at prefent the 
petty ifland of Britain is able to govern ten fuch ~ 
Americas as this, if fhe will exert her power. . ‘But 
fhe wifhes by lenity, and forbearance, and ‘indul- 
gence (1 will venture to ufe thefe words, notwith- 
flanding her demand of a duty of three-pence a 
~pound upon her tea, if we fee fit to make ufe of it) 
I fay, the wifhes by lenity, forbearance, and indul- 
ae to fecure our affections, and to render us 
enfible, that our greateft political happinefs muit 
arife from her {miles and foftering protection. We 
‘fhould be fully convinced of this, were it not for 
our ignorance, and want of confideration; and 
willing to confefs-it, were it not for our pride. | 
But if we determine to deny her authority, or to. 
- queftion her right to command us, fhe will prove 
to the world, «and bring us to confefs, that though 
‘fhe is ancient, fhe is not fuperannuated or exhauit- 
ed ; and that fhe {till poffefies the fpirit and vigour 
‘that have animated her beft years. 

Were the only to do nothing, but barely to leave 
the Colonies to themfelves with their jarring prin- 
ciples, and interefts, and projects; we fhould foon 
fee province waging war again{t province, and our 

--country would be involved in fuch mifery and 
diftrefs as are beyond all our prefent conceptions. 
Should it be known abroad that Great-Britain had 
withdrawn her protection, and would no longer 
intereft herfelf in our prefervation and fafety, 
~within:the compafs of one year our fea-ports would 
be tavaged, and our veffels plundered or fetzed as 
foon as they left our harbours.. We fhould there- 
fore foon fee] the neceffity of purchafing the: pro- 
tection of fome maritime power, ayd on terms not 

of 
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of our! propofing, but of theirs; and! which could 
fever beable to fecure us againtk: -anyy hoftile- at- 
tempts.of Great-Britain, fhould. thefee fitto make 
any,3. while fhe maintains that -—Empire;of; the, fea 
which-fhe now holds, and of which allthe Maritime 
Powers of the world are unable)to difpoffels her. 

Buc replies the ignorant and deluded Americans 
te _Notwithftanding all that can be faid of the na- 
* ‘yal ftrength of Great-Britain, it is afferted by; 
“our patriotic jleaders,.and» we have. reafon to: 
t& think,, that. thefe. Colonies, of ‘themfelves, are 
** able to.withftand all her foree.”, The judgment, 
of, Heaven vifibly appears in this dreadful, infatu- 
_  ation.| lt. was buta few years ago, that-we believed,» 

- and found: by experience, that, the Colonies weré) 
unable. to withftand the» amilitia of Canada; fup- . 
ported. by a few regiments. of, regular.troops from: 
France.| \That this wash general opinion, moft 
of us,may remember ;.and it. is evidentfrom the 
meflages that pafled ‘between Governor Shirley and. 
the, Houfe of Reprefentatives of Bofoy, from the 
addrefs of the aflembly of Virginia tothe King at. 
the beginning of the late war,.and. from > many 
otherauthentic, documents of that »period, The 
Colonies then humbly and: ardently, implored. that 
Great-Britain would {peedily ftep in to their refeue, 
and preferve them. from a)deftruction «that threat- 
ened to overwhelm them. Their. prayers were foon 
heard ;.:and what was the confequence we all know, 
‘The {trong bulwarks and fortrefies of Canada were 
ftormed,' and the country conquered by) the difci- » 
pline and invincible bravery of but a final: ‘part of 
the Britifh troops. : 

“There is no room to doubt: but fuch anarmy-as 
was employed in the reduction of Canada, would ° 
be more than fufficient for the conqueft of all the 
difaffected American Colonies, fhould fuch a-refo- - 


. lution become neceflary im order to reduce.them to 


obediencg, — 
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obedience: For they are-open and acceffible on 
every quarter, and have not a fingle fortrefs to 
cover them, nor one regiment of regular troops to 
defend'them; and they are without military ftores, 
without magazines, and without the {kill that is 
neceffary for fupporting an army. Under fuch cir- 
cumftarices, what would the boafted numbers of 
our inhabitants avail us againft an attack from. 
Great-Britain? If an army was fent in upon us, 
which a body of forty thoufand of our militia was 
unable to withftand (for it is impoffible that a 
greater number of undifciplined men could aét to 
advantage) it would be sole to carry defolation 
through the whole country ; and all-the men in the 
Colonies were they firmly united, would not be 
able to oppofe it. But yet if the army here fup-~ 
pofed, fhould be found unequal ‘to the defign of 
reducing the Colonies, Great-Britain could fend of 
her own:-troops a fecond, of equal ftrength, to the 
affiftance of the firft; to thefe fhe could add a third 
of Heffians, a fourth of Hanoverians, and fo on till 
the work were compleated: She could‘eafily take- 
poflefiion of all our fea-coafts where our wealth is 
principally feated, and force us to fly into the back 
parts of the,country for immediate fafety. There 
an army of Canadians might be ordered to meet us, 
and unnumbered tribes of Savages might ‘be let 
loofe upon us. at the fame.time, while our -Jands 
would lie uncultivated; our ftores exhaufted,: our 
families ‘unfheltered, and thofe that happened to- 
 efcape the fword, glittering and flaming both: in 
the front and rear of our fettlements, would foon 
perifh by ficknefs or famine. 

All that is here mentioned Great- Britain is able 
ta.do; and all this I believe fhe would do, fhould 
fhe be obliged to enter into a war with the Colo- 
nies—provided the Americans had refolution and 
Srmnefs enough: (for fo fome would call it) to hold: 

: 6 our 
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out to fuch extremity. But! am too well acquainted 
with their character, to expect that they would 
prove thus ob/tinate in the day of trial. When they 
come to find that on their fide there can be no 
profpect of victory, but that every day muft deepen 
their diftrefs, and render their condition worfe and 
worfe ; their natural underftandings will return to 
them, and irrefiftibly plead the neceffity of a fub- 
miffion as foon as pofiible. In that cafe happy 
would it be for them, if they could be confidered 
only as conquered enemies; butalas! they mutt 
be viewed in the light of wvanquifbed rebels, and 
treated accordingly. Their leaders muft be given 
up into the executioner’s hands; confifcations of 
their eftates forfeited by rebellion, mutt follow, 

and all mutt be left at the mercy of their vanquith- 
ets. When one people is conquered by another 

in war, private property is reftored to its former 

pofleffors; but when rebellions are crufhed, the 

moft to be expected is, that the lives of thofe that 

belong to the lower claffes will be fpared. 

- To this wretched and accurfed ftate of rebellion, 
the principles that have been propagated, and fe- 
veral fteps that have been taken in the American 
Colonies directly tend. Nay, a rebellion is eui- 
dently commenced in- New-England; in the county of 
Suffolk, without room for retreating. The inhabi- 
tants of that large and populous county have openly 
bid defiance to the united authority of thé King, 

Lords, and Commons, affembled in Parliament; 
they have moft contemptuoufly rejeéted the regu- 
lations of their courts of juftice, €Fe. eftablithed 
by Parliameny ; and not only fo, but they have fet 

up in dired oppofition to their authority, a govern-. 

ment of theirown. In the fpirit of outrageous 

licentioufnefs, they have compelled, by brutal vic- 

lence, thofe refpectable gentlemen that held Com- 

miffions under the — to refign them in forms 
2 
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of their own inditing, and to relinquifi their fta- 
tions ; and they. have ‘appointed others of the fame 
Pacis and turbulent difpofitions with themfelves 


to fill their maa till their Jong: projected republic ™ 
. fhall 

* T am‘perfuaded that there are not many men in the other 
Colonies of any denomination, who have not a general pre- 
vailing principle of affeGtion, efteem and veneration for our 
civil Conftitution, however it may be darkened by the grofg 
exhalations occafioned by the heat of the prefent difputes. 
But in New England 1 conceive, the real fentiments of the 

eople are of a peculiar complexion. Many of the firft fettlers 
imported with them an averfion to the rega/ part of our Con- 
flitution, and were thorough- paced Republicans. To every 
{pecies of monarchy they were as inveterate enemies as any of 
their brethren, whom they left behind them in England; 3; fome 
ef whom could not bear to read the word King in their Bibles, 
but wherever it occurred they fabftituted Civil Magiffrate in 
its place. It is well known, that even good old father Baxter 
was a remarkable inftance of this nature. In the time of 
Cromwevv’s ufurpation, ‘he publifhed his book of Saints 
everlafling Ref?, in which he thought fit to ufe the phrafe of 
The ParLiaMENT OF Heaven, inftead of faying The) 
Kincpom or Heavent. Now thofe original fettlers of 
New- England tiffly maintained, and zealoufly endeavoured ta 
propagate their own antimonarchical principles; and thofe 
principles have been handed down by an uninterrupted face 
ceffion, from father to fon,’and from generation to, gener Ati< 
on, to the prefent day. 

Although many of their defcendants have acquired liberal 
fentiments, and have renounced the bigottry and prejudices of 
their well-meaniog fore-fathers, whether relating to matters 
of religion or government, yet this is by no means the cafe 
with regard to the body of the people. They ftill retain an 
hereditary averfion tothe frame of the Exglifh Conftitution, 
and to the controll of monarchy’; and this “lathes has. béen 
from time-to time, “occafionally animated and inflamed by a 
fet cf Pulpit-Jncendaries, for which that pact of rhe country-has 
been ever famous. By. thefe and other inftruments they fave 
béen prepared whenever the word is given, to declare and exért 
themfelves at all “-hazards for an: indepetident s engunse of 

their own modelling. 

The confufions of the prefent time have been. thought. ta 
afford a favourable opportunity, for putting » their defigh in 
+ Garr’ 8 Anfwer to NEAL« 
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 thall be fettled, which is the glorious objet. They 
have already, if we may believe credible inforination, 
marked out the inland town of Worcefter for the 
feat of this Republic; they are now collecting an 
artillery for its defence, and fome of them have 
nominated the man who is to be their ProTEcTor, 
~ Whether this be fo or not, it appears from az- 
thentic intelligence, dated Bofton, September 27, that 
‘they’ have done as bad *, For #he Serect Men” 
and the ‘Commirter of CORRESPONDENCE have. 
' proclaimed the King’s troops to be public ENEMIES, 
and declared to Mr. Scor that e DESERVED 7mme- 
diate peatH, for felling warlike flores to them and- 
the people attually did afiemble to put TH1s featence 
in execution, but Mr. Scor was fo fortunate as to 
make bis efcape. And befides this, the King’s Gene- 
val and Governor farther complains of their conti- 
nual aéts of hoftilicy. ‘* Orders, fays he, are gi- 
«© yen to prevent all fupplies for Engh/b troops: 
© Straw purchafed for their ufe is daily burnt, - 
«© yeffels with bricks funk, carts with wood over- 
* turned, and thus even the’ King’s property is 
«© deftroyed in ‘every manner in which it can be 
s' effected.” And he juftly obferves, that all this 
is << not the effect of rafh tumult, but of evident 
s¢ fyftem.” 3. ra 
“Now thefe rebellious Republicans, thefe hair- 
brained fanaticks, as mad and diftraéted as the 
Anapartists of Munster, are the people whom 
execution. The Colonies are difcontented, and it has been _ 
imagined that they, mightall be perfuaded to encourage the 
attempt. On this prefumption, the decree. has gone forth to 
ere the Republic; the Rubicon has been pafled, and there. can 
be no thoughts of retreating. They have drawn the fword, 
with an aim. to plunge it into the bowels of our ancient and 
venerable Conflitution; and henceforward the feabbard muft 
become ‘ufelefS. “The cry now is: We have no part in Davids 
neither bawve ave inheritance in the fon of Jesse: Every man te 
bis tent, OIsRAEL. * : ; 


* See Mr. Gagne’s Mercury of OGober 10. E 
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the American Colonies with to fupport! Itfeems te 

bea mark of judicial infatuation infli&ted on us by 

the righteous judgment of Almighty God, that we 

of the other Colonies can think of efpouling fuch 

a caufe, and of ri/quing every thing that is dear, - 
againft fuch inexpreffible odds—in fupport of a fcheme 

which all of us, but a few Prefbyterians and Inde- 
pendents, in our hours of reflection, if we have any, 

muft defpife and abhor, 

The hopes of all moderate and confiderate per- 
fons among us, whofe numbers I believe are not. 
fimall, were long fixed upon the general American 
Congre/s. They imagined it to be the bufinefs and 
defign of this grand Commirrgs or Commitrets, 
to find out fome way’confiftent with our claims for 
obtaining the reftoration of our common tranquil- 
lity, and a happy reconciliation of Great-Britain ~ 
to her Colonies. The known character of fome 
Gentlemen appointed as Delegates, and the /up- 
pofed character of moft of the others, led us to ex- 
pect from them all that we wanted ; and to believe 
that the united wifdom of the: Americans would 
fhine in full {plendor'at the Congre/s, and that -the 
prudence and policy of the Counfels there taken 
would be fuch, as would have done honour to an 
Affembly of the greateft fages of antiquity. But 
——the poor Americans are doomed. to difappoint~ 
ment. The firft difcovery of the fentiments of the 
Congre/s was fhocking. Every thing was kept fe- 
cret for fome weeks, and we flattered ourfelves 
with hoping for the beft. But when the news ar- 
rived at Philadelphia, that the people of SurrorK 
had OPENLY REVOLTED FROM THEIR ALLEGIANCE 
to the Kixg and his government; in a fudden tranf- 
port of joy, the veil of the Congrefs was drawn 

ack, and a myftery revealed that filled the minds 
of-many with furprize and aftonifhment ; the myf- 


tery was, that the Gentlemen of the Congrefs, in 
whom 
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whom: we confided as the faithful guardians: of the 
fofety, as well as rights of America, were difpofed to 
enter into a league offenfive and defenfive, witty 
_ its worft enemies the New-England and other Prefby- 
_ terian Republicans. This fact is notorious to the 
world; it can neither be denied nor palliated’; for 
they haftily and eagerly publifhed, (and ic was'the 
 firft thing that they: did:publith) their cordial. ap+ 
probation of the Suffolk Refolves for erecting an’ 
_ Independent Government in New-England, and re~ 
- commended tothe Americans the fuppore of thofe 
meafures with united efforts. From that time every’ 
moderate man among us: has'defpaired: of feeing 
any good produced: by the Congre/s; and' from that: 
time every thing that was: bad has been growing: 
_ worfe. 


Ex illo flueres, ac retro fublapfa referri [pes Danaum.. 


Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow-Subjecis ! let me 
intreat you to roufe up at laft from your: flumber, 
and to open your’eyes to the danger thac-furrounds 
you—the danger of your being hurried into'a -ftate’ 
of rebellion before you are aware of it, andof fuf-» 

fering all that refencment which a: mighty nation | 
can difcharge upon a defencelefs:people. ‘Whether 
Great-Britain did right or not, mm impofing the duty» 
on tea, and whether we pay it or not, are-matters': 
of trifling confequence: but-whether we fhall'bring* 
down upon our own heads:the full weight of her- 
_ vengeance, and undergo all the horrors ofa civil 
war, or not, are matters of dreadful. importance to' 
as. If you perfift in the fteps which many of: you, 
have taken, and efpecially if you go on:to encou- 
rage the New-Eugland fanaticks to attack. the King’s 
troops, whenever they can meet thems the time: 
cannot be diftant, ‘in which ‘both you and ‘they will 
be legally: proclaimed Revels and Traitors—they ‘as’ 
principals, and you as-their) abettors. You ce 
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{till profels’ yourfelves to:be his:Majefly’smoft dutifud 
and. loyal fuljedis, as.you did in\your late ResoLvess — 
and asthe leaders. in thé grand rebellion of 1640 
did, in their ‘meflages: to-thé. King immediately — 
after the battle of Edge-Hill, where they had ‘fought 
againit himin perfon ; but this will nor fkreen, you 
from vengeance... No: -Havocn will be theory 3 — 
and the dogs of war will be let, loofe to tear out 
your vitals, Then, if pot before then, the Demon 
of difcord will-rife to diftraét you. Brother,.muft 
fight againft brother, and friend againft the-friend 
of his bofom. | In fhort,.the country that is: now: 
“s fair as Eden,” wilh become afield of blood, over- 
{pread with defolation and :flaughter. o£ trembles. 
and my blood retires to my heart at they profpect: 
of fuch amazing anguifh and mifery. The: fun. 
and the moon begin already to be. darkened,. and 
the ftars to withdraw their fhining. . O all-pitying 
Heaven! Preferve me! Preferve:my friends}. Pie- 
ferve my country! yet 3 OY Ino 
_ If we-afe, now-upon the brink» of a: horridocivil.” 
war, and-there be no hopes: of; relief from -the-wif-- 
dom, prudence, and good temper of the Cangre/s;” 
there can be but.one; way of-tafety left; whichnis;: 
that we all endeavour to: fee with our own eyes » 
and make-ufe.of our:own: underftandings,: atid .we-. 
fume: the -liberty, of thinking, and-fpeaking,<and> _ 
acting for ourfelves. Let us then like men of fenfe,> 
fit down calmly ‘and count the,coft, in the frit: 
place, ‘before-we undertake to finifh the work pro- 
pofed to.us. » Let us.confider,. before we proceed. 
farther, and get more deeply embarrafied, whether 
we are able to go threugh with our enterprize 
againtt Great-Britain, or not: and,. Lam perfuaded,. 
it will foon appear to be impoffible. yy 
‘What then remains to be done? Our blefied:Sa- 
viour, for our inftruction, fuppofes.a cafe, in which | 
the inequality of ftrength was not comparable with 
Ours, » 


- 
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urs, and tells us how common fenfe would deter- 
amine. ‘* What King, fays he, going to make wat 
*¢ againft another King, fitteth not down firft, and 
*¢ confulteth whether he be able with ten thoufand 
** to meet him that cometh againft him with twenty 
** thoufand? Or elfe, -while the other is a great 
** way off, he fendeth an ambaffage, and defireth 
*¢ conditions of peace *.” “Here one independent 
ftate is fuppofed to be at war with another; but, 


~ upon conviction of the fuperior power of its anta+ 


gonift, inftead of rufhing on to deftruction, it pro- 
pofes a treaty of accommodation, upon fuch con- 
ditions as the fituation of affairs would admit of, 


and as /peedily as poflible. This divine parable in- 


ftructs us, that when it appears that» we are not 


able, without the utmoft hazard, to go forward with © 


any warlike defign, the only way is to retreat from 
it as foon as we can, and fecure to ourfelves fuch 
advantages as may be ftill in our power. This 
would fhew our wifdom and difcretion, were our. 
caufe allowed to be ever fo juft, and had we no 


peculiar connexion with the power we were difpofed 


to contend with. For it is an eternal maxim, 
which holds in all cafes, that a lefs evil is to be 


_chofen, when it frees us from a greater. But in 


our cafe, where the juftice of or caufe is at beft 
but doubtful, and when the power to be oppofed 
is that, which has cherifhed us in its bofom, and 
kindly protected us from our earlieft infancy— 
which we have always heretofore acknowledged 
our obligations to obey—to which many of us have 


' folemnly fworn allegiance—and which has feldom 


thwarted our inclinations at all, and never but ih 
matters of comparatively trifling confequence :— 


- In this cafe, I fay, the neceffity of fuch accommo- 


“dating meafures ftrikes us with ftill more irrefiftible 


evidence, - ; 
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If thofe who have been moft active among us, in 
_ faifing feditious tumults, and in filling the country 


with diftraction, will not-be perfuaded, by the fore- = 


going confiderations, to recede, it is hoped that 
others will; and it would be nq {mall point gained, 
in favour of the Colonies, if thofe who are triends 
to order and government, and enemies tothe riots 
and difturbances of abufive mobs, would affume the 
courage openly to declare their fentiments. All 
thofe who are ftill loyal to their Sovereign, fhould 
do the fame. His Majefty’s good. fubjects .of the 
town of Rye *,-to their lafting honour, have fet 
the example. Not only, their names; buc their 
numbers, are very refpectable ; and, were the ex- 
ample to be followed, through all the towns and 
diftriéts of our feveral Colonies, I doubt not but 
it, would appear, to the confufion of fome among 
us, that, in every province, there are more than 
feven thoufand men who have not bowed the knee, and 
- who will not bow it, to the Baal of independency, 
And I now congratulate all fuch on the pleafure of 
finding, from the information of Gentlemen of un- 
queftionable veracity, that the Re/olves from Georgia 
were far from exprefling the fenfe of the inbabitants 
of that grateful and loyal Province; but that they 
were framed only by a company of hot-headed 
fellows, met together in a tavern 7. 


I will only obferve farther on this fubject, that 


all who have the courage now to declare themfelves 
friends. to Government, will undoubtedly think 
themfelves. bound in honour, intereft, and confci- 
ence, to refort to the King’s Sievdard, when it 
comes to be ereéted in ovr -different Colonies, 
fhould that melancholy event happen ; and thefe, 
of themfelves, will compofe a body, which, in a 
good caufe, will be formidable to its oppofers, 


* See Mr. Rivineton’s Gazetteer of OGober 13. 
_ % Riyineton’s Gaxerfr, ut fupra. ; 
.. 
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Btit many thoufands of others, and indeed: the 
greater part of thofe who fhall not have rendered 
their cafes defperate, when they fee the danger 
thus nearly approaching, and the ftorm ready to 
burft; will» be glad to fly for fhelter too to the 
Royal Standard, if human.nature continues the 
fame that it ever has been; and they will be zea- 
lous to fignalize themielves in the King’s fervice, 
in order to render unquettionable that loyalty which 
was formerly fufpicious. It is morally certain that, 
in the day of trial, alarge majority of the Americans 
will heartily unite with the King’s troops, in reducing: 
America to order. Our violent republicans will 
then find themfelves deferted by thoufands and 
thoufands in whom they now confide; and inex. 
preffibly dreadful muft be their difappointment, 
*¢ O! that they were wife, that they underftood this, 
** that they would confider their Larter END!” ~ 
I fhall fay no more on the fuppofed cafe of out 
waging WAR AGAINST THE Kine, and entering 
into a STATE OF REBELLION ; the thoughts of which, 
all fober men, and all confcientious men, and all 
who prefer the good of their country to the grati- 
fication of their own obftinate humours, muft re- 
ject with horror. | 3 ; 
. But another fcheme is propofed, at firft view lef 
fhocking, which alfo appears to be recommended 
‘by the Congre/s, and which many at prefent are in- 
¢lined to adopt; I mean, a general non-importation. 
agreement throughout the Colonies. Againft a pro» 
pofal of this nature I have two objections to offer : 
- Namely, that it will greatly diftrefs a country which 

‘I love; and that it will not anfwer the ‘purpofe, 
In order (N. B.) to get rid of a duty of three-pence 
a pound on tea, it is propofed to ftop all. importation 
_  frem Great-Britain, and even from the W eft- India 
Yfands, ull the aé& impofing it fhall be repealed, 
- But a remedy of :this kind is ten thoufand times 
efit Ez worfe 
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- worfe than the difeafe. It is, for the wifdonr of it,. 


like cutting off an arm, in order to get rid of a 
{mall fore in one of the fingers. 

_ On a late trial of non-importation from Great- 
Britain only, as foon as the ftores of Engli/b goods. 
began to be exhaufted, every family among us ex- 
perienced fuch inconveniencies and difficulties, as 
produced a general murmur and complaint. * For 
although the articles imported from England are not 
abfolutely neceflary to fupport avimal life, yet it 
was found that the civilized life we had been ufed 
to, and which is neceflary to the happinefs of alk 
but favages, depended, in no-fmall degree, upon 
our importations from Great-Britain. And had the 
noo-importation continued much longer, it would 
have excited infurreétions in moft parts of th¢ 


country. 


But anon-importation from the We- Indies would 
till more tenderly affect us.. For to fay nothing of. 
Rum, or of Molaffes for the ufe of our diftilleries, 
without which more than a hundred thoufand Ame-. 
zican dram-drinkers would foon be clamorous ;. the 
want of the fingle article Sugar would diftrefs every 
family upon this Continent. For this, in the quan- 


‘tity that is neceffary, we could find no fufficient: 


fubftitute : The hardened juice of our Maple, where: 
it could be had, would be but a forry one; andas: 
to Honey, we all know its ufe ; and were our ftock 
of it ever fo large, it would prove buta bad {weetner 

of the bitter draught of a non-importation. 
- Here then it it propofed, that, to the non-im- 
ortation which we have experienced and could: 
hardly bear, another fhould be added, that would. 
affect us ftillworfe ; and that a double weight fhould 
be faftened upon thofe fhoulders, which were ready 
to give way under a fingle one. But this is not 
the worft of the cafe. It is generally believed, and 
intimations from Englond have confirmed the opi- 
NiONg, 
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rion, that if the Colonies fhould. refolve to import 
nothing from. Great- Britain and the Weft-Indies, 
they will not be fuffered to import from any other 
quarter—not even the falt that is neceflary to cure 
their winter’s provifions, or to feafon their porridge = 
And befides this,. that an abfolute on-exportation 
will be ordered, and not a fingle vefiel fuffered ta 
go out of our harbours. Such an order, we know, 
can effectually be executed, with the greateft eafe. 
It is but commanding the feveral Cu/tom-Houfes to 
grant no clearances, and .then every veffel that 

offered to fail, would be a lawful feizure. A few 
of the King’s frigates would be fufficient to do the 
bufinefs, for all the Colonies on the Continent. 
Two or three of them ftationed at the Capes of Vir- 
ginia, would command every veffel belonging to 
the Ports, and to the fine navigable rivers of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland. As many ftationéd at the 
Capes of Delaware, would fecure Pennfylvania and 
Weft-Ferfey—and fo of the reft. 

Now a total ftagnation of all foreign commerce, 
would at once place us ina glorious and blefied 
ftate. In the firft place, all that live by this com- 
merce would be thrown out of employ. Our /ailors 
would be turned afhore; our fhips would rot im » 
our harbours; and our. eftates, which confit of 
wharfs or warehoufes, would become as worthlefs, 
as thofe of the fame nature are at prefent in the 
town of Bofton. Our fhip- builders, and their attend- 
ants, their /miths, carmen, 8c. with all that are‘em- | 
ployed in the bufinefs of cordage and rigging, muft 
be immediately difcharged. The numerous body 
of pilots and boatmen mutt be turned adrift. Nor 
would it fare much better with our /hop-keepers and 
_ merchants, whofe families are fupported by the pro- 
fits arifing from their refpedctive occupations. Phe 
expeafive bufinefs of all our iron-works mutt. tops: 
and the many thoufands which they provide ae 

- muft,, 
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muft, unprircipled as thofe wrétches conimonly 


are, be let loofe upon. the country, to. get their: 


living as they can. 


‘Now all thefe claffes of people, and many others. 


which I have not enumerated, muft have a {upport, 
and but few of them will be able to fupport them- 
felves; and if their poverty is not relieved to,their 
fatisfaction, they will foon learn to carve for them- 
felves. There are but. few parifhes and counties 
among us, which have not complained of the bur- 


then of their own poor. But what will they fay, 


when the burthen comes to be increafed an hun- 


dred-fold, as it neceffarily.muft, when a generak, 
non-importation and non-exportation take. place, 


and all their wonted refources fail them at the fame 
time. The want of the money, of which we have 
been lately drained, in order to pamper the Boffox 
fanaticks, will then be feverely felt: Nor can: we 
expect any return of affiftance in our diftrefs from 


that Province, as their fufferings will be much, 


greater than ours. ~ 
Inthe Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, there 
is a laree number of populous fea-port towns, 


which have no other fupport than their fifhery.. 


The town of Gloucefter lias three hundred fchooners 
employed in that. fervice, with a proportionable 
number of hands. In the town of Marblehead 
there are fuppofed to be near four thoufand men, 
and many of them with families, that know of no 
other means of fubfiftence than the cod-fifhery. I 


might mention Plymouth, Salem, Beverly, and a_ 


number of other towns, that are nearly in the fame 
fituation. Now, when all thefe fifhermen are turned 
afhore, and their veflels become ufelefs ; they muft, 
with their unprovided families, difperfe themfelves 


amongit the inhabitants, and while the country 


affords any thing to eat, they will not ftarve. 


But - 
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’ But to return to thefe Colonies. I have mene 
-. tioned the diftrefs that muft immediately overwhelm 
“many ordets of people, on a general ftagnation of 
commerce ; ‘but have faid nothing of our Farmers, 
or thofe that live by the cultivation of their lands.— 
‘Thefe may think themfelves a kind of privileged 
perfons, and imagine that fuch a revolution of 
affairs will affect them but little; yet a very fhort 
experience will open their eyes, and convince them 
“of the contrary. It istheir farms, as all other re- 
fources will fail, that muft fupport all the above- 
mentioned thoufands of diftrefled people. Who 
mutt furnifh them.with food ? None can do it, but 
THE Farmers. Who muft fupply them. with 
cloathing? rHze Farmers. Who mutt fhelter many 
of them in their houfes ? THe Farmers. And can 
they expect pay for all this? Alas! thofe poor 
creatures will have nothing to make payment with. 
And if they are employed as labourers, they are 
all unacqpainted with the bufinefs, and their labour 
will turn to but little account. Indeed, were the 
‘markets abroad open, the farmer might fomewhat 
increafe the quantity of his beef, his wheat, and 
other produce, by their means, fo that his bargain 
would be lefs intolerable. But the foreign con- 
fumption, on which he is now growing rich, will 
entirely ceafe; and there will be no demand for 
his beef, and his wheat, and other produce. All 
_ that he raifes muft perifh on his hands, except what 
-he expends in his own family, and on the poor 
‘that will be preffing upon him. 
When i the people are thus diftrefled;. when 
every mind is uneafy and difcontented ; it will be 
natural for them to fall to reproaching one another, 
swith being the authors of this general calamity. 
‘This will be productive of eternal quarrels, and 
riots, and difturbances, and aéts of violence, amongft 
ourfelves ; and then our mifery will be compleat. 


Yet 


- 
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Yet after all, were it likely that thefe political 
agonies and convulfions would produce a repeal of | 
the act in difpute, it would: be /ome alleviation of 
our misfortunes to confider, that we fhould gain 
by them Three-pence a pound, on all the tea we 
fhould have occafion to purchafe. But my /econd 
objection againit a general non-importation agree- 
ment.is, that it will not anfwer.the purpofe. 

After what has been faid and done by the Colo- 
nies, a general non-importation agreement will be — 
confidered by Great-Britain as an act of hoftility, 
intended to compel her to relinquifh her claim; ‘and 
ghe will not fubmit to be conquered by fueh weapons, — 
any more than by force of arms. It is not pre- 
tended that fhe is altogether invulnerable in this 
part. The blow would reach her, and'be felt ‘by | 
her; but the wound would not be mortal. The 
ftrength and vigour of her conftitution would bear 
much more, than we are able to inflict. But—the 
fhaft, ungracioufly aimed at the vitals of our Mother, 
on the rebound may prove fatal to ourfelves. 

_ Atotal ftagnation of commerce would affect 
Great-Britainy in much the fame manner that it 
would affect her Colonies, or any other commercial 
people; that is, it would rob her of her fubfiflence. 

But a partial ftagnation could not affeét her in the 
' fame manner that we fhould be affected by a total 
ftagnation. Now, the non-importation in queftion, 
while it would caufe a total ftagnation of our com- 
“merce, would produce no more than a partial ftag- 
nation of her’s ; and confequently would not place 
her in a fituation fo diftreffing, as it woeld place us. 
Her trade is not confined to her American Colonies. 
She has fhips and factories in every quarter of the 
globe ; and the treafures of the Haf and Weft are 
perpetually fowing in upon her. She receives no 
‘necefiary or ufeful articles from thefe Colonies, but 
what fhe formerly received, and may at any time 

be 
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be fupplied with, from foreign nations. Her ma- 
nufactures that are confumed in the Colonies, the 
can fhortly find ways to diipofe of atother markets, 
There is one branch of this hopeful project, that 
will contribute immediately and directly to the ad- 
vantage of Great-Britain, almoft in the fame pro- 
portion that it will diftrefs ourfelves. “The Reader 
{carcely needs to be told, that what is here meant, 
is the {topping all intercourfe and communication 
between the Colonies and the We/t-Jndies. As foon 
as this takes place, the markets of Great- Britain 
will be fupplied, not only with the quantity of goods 
from the Weft-Indies which they have pes > re- 
ceived, but with the addition of all that is now 
confumed in the American Colonies. The Britifh 
merchants will likewife have the advantage of fup- 
plying the Iflands with many articles, which at 
prefent are not fcored in any of their invoices. 
The Weft- Indians themfelves indeed may be fome- 
what injured and difconcerted at firft, by the exe- 
cution of this part of the plan; but far lefs, than 
feems to be generally expected and intended by us. 
The Ifland of Famaica can fupply her Planters with 
all kinds of provifions, but butter and flour; and 
with all the lumber that may be required, for-a 
hundred years tocome, excepting ftaves and head- 
ing for their Rum Puncheons. Thetfe the has often 
received from Hamburgh, from whence fhe might 
receive them again. But there will be no occafion 
for fending fo far. Canada can fupply her, and alf. 
the other iflands, with tHefe articles, as well as with 
flour, in any quantity that may be ordered ; to fay 
nothing of Georgia and the two Floridas, which 
abound in common lumber, at the fervice of the 
Windward, Leeward, and Caribbee lands. So that 
after the firft year, new charinels may be opened, 
plans formed, and correfpondences fettled, in fuch 
a manner, that the shear id may be ig) Ere! 
: we 
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well ‘upplied without our affiftance, as they now 
are with it; and with fome articles, perhaps better, 

But fuppofing the contrary ; yet what fhould we 
gain by this curious bargain ? Why, the ill-will 
and refentment of all the Weft- Indians. For fome 
years paft, they have cultivated a peculiar friend- 
fhip with the North. American Colonies, and pro- 
poied to themfelves much happinefs from a clofer 
alliance. 

They have fent hither their children, in large 

ambers, for their education ; and many of them 
fare brought over their families, and liberally fpent 
the incomes of their eftates among us. But when 
they find that, we can fo ingenioufly contrive 
{chemes to diftrefs them without benefiting our- 
felves, as they are generally not wanting in fpirit, 
they will be apt to refent fuch ill ufage, by with- 
drawing their fons and their families Foes among 
us, and, perhaps by breaking off all further con; 
nexion with us in the way of commerce. 
' From what has been faid, it will naturally be 
concluded, that by a general non-importation agree- 
ment we fhall carry on a very unequal warfare with 
Great-Britain, which will much fooner compel us 
to yield, than her to comply.. The want of her 
North-American trade may burt her, bur it will not 
reduce her toextremity ; and, if | may judge from. 
my own feelings, nothing but the utmoft extremity 
will induce her, where fhe believes fhe has right of 
her fide, and where her honour js deeply at ftake, 
to give up the point in difpute. 

At the time of our former non-importation, the 
cale was materially different. The Stamp-cé was 
fo contrary to all our ideas of American rights, and 
fo much was offered againft the policy of the ad, 
both here and at home, that there was no difficulty 
in’ repealing it. Afterwards when we exclaimed 
agaim{t che dutiés impofed upon paper, glafs, soe? 

. F coves and. 
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and agreed not to import the feveral articles loaded 
with duties, our views were comparatively mode- 
rate, and we had a large body ot friends in Eng- 
land to fupport us. “And were the propofition now 
Only not to import, or t6 confume, the tea that is 
charged with the duty, tle cafe would be the fame 
that ‘it was then—we fhould have the fame friends 
that we then bad—~and thé duty would probably 
be removed, on the fame principle that thofe duties 
then were. But our conduét now is fo wild and 
diftracted—our tumults and diforders are carried to 
fo unreafonable and unwarrantable a length—nay; 
fuch a fpirit of rebellion has broke forth among, 
us, and fuch a determined enmity againft the /upre+ 
macy of Great-Britain now predominates in the Co 
lonies; thar we have hardly a fingle friend remain- 
ing in England. Ewen the Manufacturers join with 
all other orders of people, in condemning our ex- 
travagance ; and, which is {till more, the Writers, 
and Speakers againft the King’s. miniftry allow that 
is inexcufable. aiifhs 
~ It appears, therefore; that nothing will be likely, 
to procure a repeal of the Ted-aé, or the removal 
of any other grievance of the like kind, bur the 
reftoration of peace-and order amongft ourfelves— 
a candid acknowledgment of our political errors 
and offences—a, formal allowance of the rightful 
fupremacy in general, of Great-Britain, over the 
Americon Colonies—a declaration of our averfion 
toa ftate of independency, with a corre/pondiug, 
bebaviour—a re{pectful remonttrance on the fubjeét 
of taxation—an affurance of our willingnefs - to, 
contribute, in fome equitable proportion, towards 
defraying the public expences—and the propofal 
of a reafonable plan for a general American contti- 
tution. This, itis humbly conceived; was to have 
been the bufinefs of the Congre/s ; and if they had. 
acted upon.theie principles, and with fuch views, 
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not only the prefent, but all fature generations, 


would call them bleffed. bse: 

Notwithftanding all unfavourable fymptoms and 
appearances, I would not prefume-to form a final 
judgment of the Congres, till their whole plan of 
proceedings fhall be known. Itis poffible, that all 
thar has been wrong may be rectified. in the ends 
and that moderate and wife meafures, tending “to 
teftore the tranquillity, the happinefs, the honour 
and fafety of the Colonies, may at laft be concerteds 
Should this appear, in. the general -refult of their 
councils, the members will be entitled to the grate- 
ful refpect of every American, and the miftakes made 


in the former part ef their proceedings ought never — 


to be mentioned to their difadvantage. But, on 
the other hand, fhould it appear, that they mean 
to encourage acts of hoflility againft Great-Britain, 
or to fupport-the:madmen of New England in their 


fcheme of an Independent Republic: in that cafe, I 


affirm, that the Original Contraé? between them and 
the wie? refpeftable part of their conftituents will .be 
diffolved—that we fhall be at full liberty to confult 
our own fafety, in the manner we thall think moft 
conducive to that end—and that-we thall owe them 
no greater refpect and obedience, than they them- 
felves pay to the Britifo Parliament. Dp bas 

The foregoing confiderations are addrefied—not 
to thofe obftinate, hot-headed' Zealots, whovare at. 
the bottom of all our confufions; for arguments 
would be as much’ wafted upon them, as-upon men. 
that are intoxicated with liquor—but to all rea/onable 
Americans, to thofe who are ftill in the exercife of 
their underftandings, and whofe minds are open to 
conviétion, People of this character, it is: pre~ 
famed, will fee the neceffity of giving up the pre~ 
fent fyftem of American politics, as effentially wrong 
and deftructive; -and of entering unanimoufly_ upon 


moderate and conciliating meafures, as they regard 
the 
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So: eee 
the reftoration of peace and tranquillity in this, 
heretofore, happy country. . cas 

The great-object in view, fhould be a general 
American Conftitution, on a free and generous Plan, 
worthy of Great-Britain to give, and of the Colonies 
to receive... This is now become necefiary to, the 
mutual intereft’ and. honour, both of. the Parent 


 /Kingdom. and its American offspring. _ Such an 


eftablifhment is only to be obtained by decent, can- 
did, and. refpetful application, and not by compul, 
fion or. threatening. To think of fucceeding by 
force of arms, or by ftarving the nation into coms 
pliance, is a proof of fhameful ignorance, pride.and 


| ftupidity.. All fuch projects mult operate ten times 


more forcibly againft ourfelves, than again{t Great- 
Britain... They are, at beft, but Pexuy wife, and 
Pound foolifh ;, and therefore, inconfifteat with every, 
maxim of found wifdom. and genuine Parriotifm, , 
All violent oppofition to lawful authority par- 
takes of the nature of rebellion; and a rebellion of 
the Colonies, ; whether it fhould prove fuccefsful or. 
unfuccefsful, would neceffarily terminate insruin and 
deftruction. . Weare now in the utmoft danger of 
being hurried; before we.are fenfible of it, into this 
defperate and dreadful ftate: *, when moft of. us 
\ toe f think: 


* Among ‘the various denominations, of Americans, _mofk, 
men would be-ftartled and fhocked atthe propofal of entering. 
into an open rebellion; but feditious. principles, that, directly 
lead to, and moft finally bring.op;-a rebellion, -have been, 
gradaally: inftilled into.many of them, without alarming their 
apprehenfions, under the cover of fair and {pecious pretences. 
Wrong principles are naturally prodactive of wrong condu&t s. 
and one wrong ftep prepares the way to. another, and that co, 
another, till at laft there can be no-retreating. | | «; ke 

Nemo repente fit turpiffimus, i.e. No one arrives, at, a grofs, 
and cnormous pitch of wickednefs at once, is an old.and jut, 
obfervation; ‘and itis particularly true with regard to rebellion, 
The grand L£xglif rebellion, in the laft century, was a re- 
markable proof of it. In the firft place, men gave way to 

unfavour- 
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think that we have grievances to complain of, iri 
confequenceé of the exercife of unconttittitional power} 
and when many are practifing every wicked art to 
feduce us from our allegiance: © It therefore highly 
concerns us to. be upon our guard, at fich a critical 
feafon as this. A {mall degree of refleGlion would 
convince us, that the griévances in queftion, fup- 
pofing them to be real, are, at moft, #o moré than 
a juft ground for decent remonftrances but not a 
fufficient reafon for forcible refiftance: “Thefe twa 
things are widely and effentially different ; and if 
we miftake one for the other, the confequénce may 

be fatal. . POE 
It bas been fully fhewn, that a rebellion of the 
Colonies can have no reafonable profpect of fucceed- 
ing, and that it muft prove the deftruction of all 
- that are concerned in it. But fuppofing that-it were 
likely to fucceed, it is of the utmoft importance to 
confider, what we fhould gain by it; which would 
be, after the defolation of our country, and the 
facrifice of thoufands of lives, an exemption from 
the authority of the Briti#/ Parliament, and fubjec- 
tion to the authority of an American republic. A 
bleffed exchange this! efpecially if we take into the 
account the character of our future mafters. ‘The 
rincipal conductors of the rebellion, would natu- 
rally have the principal authority in the republic ; 


unfavourable fufpicions concerning the King and his Minifters, 
and thus loft the reverence that is due to the regal authority. 
‘They then began to take pleafure in blackening the King’s 
chara&er, and in giving an invidious turn to all his actions. 
From this they proceeded to cadailing againft him; and, at 
laft, they took up arms, deluded with the pretence of liberty 
and property, and religious rights. And when they had 
once taken up arms againft their Sovereign, they found it 
neceflary to deftroy him, for their own fecurity. This foon 
brought on a general deftruétion of liberty and property, and 
the ruin of the nation, as well as of themfelves. . Such is the 
sommon progrefs, and the effet, of rebellions in general. 


and 
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and thefe are men, whofe tyrannical ufurpation 
would be more oppreflive, than the fcorpion power 
of the moft defpotic Prince in Europe. ‘There © 
would be no peace in the Colonies, till we all fub- 
mitted to the republican zealots and bigots of New- 
England; whofe tender mercies, when they had 

ower in their hands, have been ever cruel, towards 
all that prefumed to differ from them in matters 
either of religion or government, 

As foon therefore, as peopte of this ftamp come. 
to be in poffeffion of an eftablifhed authority, which 
would be the cafe fhould the rebellion fucceed, the 
dire effects of their perfecuting and intolerant {pirit 
will be difmally felt by all that fhall have courage 
- to diffent; particularly, the members of the Church 

of England, the Friends or ‘people called Quakers, 
the Baptifis, thofe that belong to the German and 
Duich Churches, and the moderate and candid part 
of the Prefbyterians themfelves. AU thefe claffes 
of people then, by promoting the prefent {fcheme 
for an independent government, are abfurdly acting 
againft their own intereft and honour, and contri- 
buting co prepare yokes for their own necks. 

O my infatuated Countrymen! My deluded Fel- 
Jow-Subjeéts, and Fellow-Chriftians! Open your 
eyes, I entreat you; awake from your dreams, and 
regard your own fafety ! 

As to you, who are members of the Church of 
England, it is amazing, that any of you fhould be 
fo blind to your own interefts, and fuch apoftates 
from common fenfe, as to countenance and co- 
operate with a plan of proceedings, which, if it 
facceeds, will at once diftrefs and difgrace you. 
You are endeavouring to provide arms for your 
enemies, and to put power into the hands of thofe 
who will ufe it againft you. ° You are fetting up.a 
fort of people for your matters, whofe principles . 
you defpife, and who were always fond of ning ' 
’ a . s y 
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by: the. iron rod of oppreffion, all thofe, whofe prin- 
ciples or fentiments were different from their own. 
‘Their inveterate enmity to the Church of England, 
has polluted the annals of the Brit hiftory, Their 
intolerance in England, towards the members of the 
Church, when the fovereign power was ufurped’ by 
them, is recorded in characters of blood ; and the 
fame fpirit-was dreadfully triumphant in New-Eng- 
land, from the firft fettlement of the country, till ' 
the mild difpofition of Parliamentary power inter- 
fed to reftrain it. In 1629, they banifhed and 
tranfported even fome of the original paténtees of 
iNew-England, who were men of abilities and of a 
refpectable character, merely becaufe they difco- 
vered them to be Churchmen, declaring to them 
as they fent them off, that New-EncLanp was 
NO PLACE FOR SUCH AS THEY *, Their defcen- 
dants, who inherit their principles, are the very 
perfons that will govern you, if the projected revo- 
jotion fheuld take place. As they have now broke 
loofe from the authority of Parliament, which for 
fome time paft reftrained them from mifchief, they 
begin to appear in their natural colours. They 
have already refumed the old work of perfecuting 
the Church of £xgland, by every method in their 
power. The members of it are daily mifrepre- . 
fented, infulted, and abufed by them ; and tiey 
have lately driven feveral of its clergy from: their 
parifhes and families, which are left in a ftate that 
ig truly deplorable, 4 
The pretence indeed is, -that the members of the 
Church in New- England are thus roughly treated, 
on account of their political, and not of their reli-— 
gious principles, -Bur, Good God! is there to be’ 
no liberty of the prefs, no liberty of fpeaking, no_ 
“* ‘This appears from a valuable book. written’ by a ‘co- 
temporary author Mr, Moron, and entitled, New-£uxgland’s 


Memorial, : i 
:  Jiberty - 
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liberty even of thinking, on political fubjeéts, where 
thofe republicans have the afcendant? This is def- 
potif{m with a vengeance; and fuch as we muft be 
all fools if we voluntarily fubmit to. Nor will the 
cafe be at all better, with regard to religion. For 
it is a truth, which the hiftory of all ages confirms, 
that thofe who will diftrefs men on account of their 
political principles, will not fcruple to perfecute them 
for the iake of ther religious principles, when they 
* have it in their power.. 

» You then, who are members of the Church of 
England, muft renounce your principles relating 
both to religion and government, or you can ex- 
pect no quarter under the adminiftration of fuch 
intemperate zealots. You mutt ceafe to be Church- 
men, or become victims of their intolerance. In- 
deed it muft be confeffed, and I am forry to fay 
that many of you appear already to have renounced 
ene half of your principles ; or you could not pro- 
ceed, as you do, in direct oppofition to the eftablifhed 
rules and doétrines of the Church. |The principles 
of fubmiffion and obedience to lawful. authority, 
are as inteparable from @ found, genuine member of 
the Church of Augland, as any religious principles 
whatever. This Church has always been famed 
and refpected for its /eya/ty, and its regard to order 
and government. Its annals have been never ftained 
with the hiftory of plots and confpiracies, treafons 
and rebellions, Its members are inftructed in their 
duty to government, by Three Homilies on Obedience, 
and fix againft Redellion, which are fo many ftand- 
ing leffons to fecure their fidelity. They are alfo 
taught to pray in the Litany, that the Almighty. 
would preferve them, “ from. all fedition, privy’ 
<* con{piracy and rebellion.” And more than one 
folemn office is provided, for the annual comme-~ 
‘Moration of former deliverances from the power of 
thofe, whether Papifis or Proteffants, ** who turm 
G ** religion 
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¢«.réligioh into febellion, and- faith into faction.” 


But if you regard none of thele things, you are ~ 


untoward, undutiful, and degenerate fons»of the 
Church; and fhe will be afhamed to own you for. 
her children. 

However, even thofe of you who are but half- 
principled in the doétrines of the Church, will be 
looked upon with an evil eye, under ‘the intended 


republic ; and they muft give upsthe other moiety ° 


of their principles, before they can be fecure againft 
harm or moleftation. The Church of England has 
always been the great obftacle in the way of thofe 
republican’ fanaticks ; and when once they are efta~ 
blifhed, no appearance of a Churchman will efcape 
their refentment, or. be tolerated among them, » 

~ Nor will it fare better with the Friends, or peo- 
pie called Quakers ; however peaceable in their dif- 
pofition, or however ufeful members of fociety. 
‘What they formerly fuffered in New-England, un- 
‘der the fame fort of men that muft and will goverm 
this country, ‘if it fhould be withdrawn from the 
jorifdiction of the Britj parliament, is too well 
known, and can never be forgotten. You, my. 
refpected friends, have experienced the genuine {pirit 
and temper of their authority; and you can never 


wifh to have your necks again encumbered with. 


that Pre/lyterian yoke of bondage, which. neither 
you nor your fathers were able to bear. On the 
ether hand, you have the fenfe to fee, and the gra- 
titude to confefs, that you have been happy under 
the relief and protection afforded you by the King 
and Parliament, in common with other good fub- 
jects. You will therefore remember (to ufe your 


own expreflive language) “* that, as under divine . 


Providence, you are indebted to the ‘King and his 
royal anceftors, for the. continued:favour of enjoy- 
‘ing your religious liberties, you are under deep ob« 
ligations (on ¢hés occafion) to manifeft your loyalty 

- and 
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and fidelity 5 and to difcourage every attempt which 
say be made by any, to excite difaffection, or dif+ 


' gefpect to him.” ; 


The Baptifis have never had fair quarter allowed 
them by the demagogues of New-Englands; and they 
are perpetually complaining, from year to year, of the 
acts of opprefiion aed violence with which they are 
- harraffed by them. Now if the people of Nezw+ 
England have been thus intolerant, towards thofe 
that differed from them only ‘with regard ‘to the 
cafe of baptifm, while they poffeffed: an authority 
that was fubordinate to the Brit#/b Parliament; 
what cruelty, towards all that diffent from them, 
may be expected, fhould they be armed with abfo- 
lute and incontrolable power ? 

As to the Gersians and Dutch, to whofe induttry 
and good behaviour the Colonies are greatly in- 
debted ; if they fhould become fubjeét to the jurif- 
diction above-mentioned, they will be confidered as 
perfons, not enly of a different religion, but of 
different nations and languages, from.,whom they 
have fuch an averfion, that they have never ad- 
mitted them to fettle in Mew-England; and confe- 
quently all the Colonifts, who are of a foreign 
growth or extraction, muft expect to meet with a 
double portion of rancour and feverity from’ their 
new matters. ; 

_. Nor caf the moderate part of the Pre/byterians, 
and Congregationalifts themfelves, have any profpedét 
ef continuing free from moleftation under their 
government. Nothing can be more odious to 
bigots, than generofity and candour; or more in- 
tolerable in the opinion of the furious, than mode- 
ration and meeknels, This affertion might be fup- 
ported by the hiftory of all ages and nations; but 
we need not go far for a confirmation of it.. For 
among the Pre/byterians and Independents in the Co- 
lonies, when the meek and the moderate, the can- 
| os id 
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did'and generous have been brought before the 
tribunals of the bigotted and furious, as has fre- 
_quently happened, they have been treated with 3 
as much unrelenting rancour and roughnefs, as if: 
they had been Mahometans and Heathens. So that 
there is no chance or probability, if the latter fhould 
come to the poffeffion of defpotic power, which is 
the aim of the revolution they propofe, that their — 
difpenfations towards the former, would be lefs 
cruel than they commonly have been. 

- Inaword: no order or denomination of men 
amoneft us would enjoy liberty or fafety, if fub- 
jected to the fiery genius of a New-England Repub- 
lican Government; the little finger of which we 
fhould foon experience, to be heavier than the loins 
of Parliament. This has fometimes chaftifed us 
with whips, when we deferved punifhment ; but 
that would torment us with /corpious, whether we 
deferved it or-not. ee ; 
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I lactone {fee page 19.] that the Popifd reli- 
gion is not eftablifhed. in Canada by the late 
aét, but only tolerated, and that this was one of the 
conditions on which the country furrendered_ to the 
crown of Great-Britain. Since the greateft part 
of this ddre/s was printed off, the- papers pub- 
lifhed by the Congre/s have come to hand; in which 
they fay, that the Roman Catholic Religion, inftead 
*¢ of being tolerated, as ftipulated by the treaty of 
$* peace, is effablifbed,” by the act. 
In order-that the readér may fee- with his own 
eyes, and judge for himfelf of this matter, T will 
prefent him with the following Exéraéis, from the 
eae , Treaty 
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Treaty of Surrender, the Definitive Treaty of Peace,’ 
and the Act for more effeftual provifion, &c. 


EXTRACT from the CAPIFULATION of 
CANADA, ; 


Art. XXVII..% The free exercife of the catholic, 
s¢ apoftolic, and Roman religion, hall fubfift entire; 
ss in fuch manner, that all the ftates and people 
*© of the towns and coyntries, places, and diftant. 
*¢ pofts, fhall continue to affeimble in the churches, 
*s and to frequent the facraments as heretofore, 
** without being molefted in any manner, direély 
‘¢ or indireéily. 

‘* Thefe people fhall be obliged by the Englif 
#* government, to pay to the priefts the zithes, and 
** all che taxes they were ufed to pay, under the 
* government of his moft Chriftian Majetty.” 

GranTeED, as to the free exercife of their religion. 

The obligation of paying the tithes to the priefts, will 
depend on the King’s pleafure. 
_ Art. XXVIII. “ The Chapter, Priefts, Curates, 
** and Miffionaries, fhall continue with an entire 
s¢ liberty, their exercife and funétion of their Cures 
ts in the parifhes of the towns and countries.” 

GRANTED. 


EXTRACT from the TREATY of PARIS. 


Art. 1V. So far as relates to the matter in quef- 
tion. *‘* His Britannic Majefty on his fide, agrees 
_** to grant the liberty of the catholic religion to 
** the inhabitants of Canada. He will confequently 
** give the moft effectual orders, that his new Ro- 
‘* man catholic tubjects may profefs the worfhip of 
¢ their religion, according to the rites of the 
‘© Romifh church, as far as the laws of Great-Bri- 
$* tain permit,” 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT from the CANADA ACT. 


«© And for the more perfect fecurity and eafe of © 
«< the minds of the inhabitants of the faid pro- 
“* vince, It is hereby declared, that his Majefty’s 
s* fubjects profeffing the religion of the Church of 
** Rome, of and in the province of Quebec, may 
*¢ have, hold and enjoy the free exereife of the 
<* religion of the Church of Rome, fubje& to the 
“* King’s fupremacy, declared and eftablifhed by an 
«« act made in the firft year of the reign of Queen 
“* Elizabeth, over all the dominions and countries 
«* which then did, or thereafter fhould belong, ‘to 
<< the Imperial Crown of this realm and that the 
*¢ clergy of the faid Church may hold, receive and» 
<* enjoy, their accuftomed dues and rights, with 
“<< re/pect to fuch perfons only, as fhall profefs the faid 
“¢ religion. : 

“< Provided neverthelefs, that it thall be lawful 
<<: for his Majelty, his heirs and fucceffors, to make 
** fuch provifion out of the reft of the faid acen& 
«* tomed dues and rights, for the encouragement of 
“ the Proteftant Religion, and for the maintenanée 
«© and fupport of a Proteftant Clergy within the faid ~ 
** province, as he or they fhall, from time to time, ° 
«¢ think neceffary and expedient.” ‘ 

The next claufe of the aét provides an oath of 
allegiance, to be taken by the Canadian Papifts, in- 
itead of the oath required by the 1ft. Eiizabeth. 
. The fucceeding claufe enacts, ** That all his Ma- 
«* jefty’s Canadian tubjects, within the province of 
“* Quebec, the religious orders and communities only 
*¢ excepted, may allo hold and enjoy their property 
«¢ and poffeffions, Sc.” The lait claufe provides, 
that the King fhall have the power of ** creating, 
** conftituting, and appointing fuch courts of— 
s* ECCLESIASTICAL Furi/didiion, within and for the 
'«* faid province of Qyvebec, and appointing from 
£2 tImMe, 
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“ timeitotime, the judges and officers thereof, as 
** his. Majefty, his heirs and fuccefforsy thall think. 
“ neceflary and proper: for the circumftances of 

the faid province.” sonclsd Inc c 
Thus we fee in what manner the toleration of 
the Popifh religion was fecured to the Cavadians by 
treaty ; and the act of Parliament allows them no 
more than, the free exercife of their religion, without 
being molefted; in the public ufe of it,.and that 
entire liberty im religious matters, for which they 

had ftipulated. or 

Indeed the parochial Clergy, are permitted to 
enjoy thofe sithes, by which they had been always 
fupported.. This was propofed in the treaty; but 
it was: neither granted, nor rejected, by the Britifp 
General, who left it to depend upon the King’s 
pleafure. After thirteen years experience of the 
dutiful, peaceable, and good behaviour of his Ca- 
nadian fubjeé&ts, and ata time when his other Ame- 
rican fubjeéts were become turbulent, licentious, 
and refractory, the King, to whofe goodnefs the 
matter had been referred, thought proper, with the 
approbation and confent of Parliament, to comply 
with the reafonable expectations and requefts of the 
Canadians, in allowing the clergy to enjoy their 
wonted fupport,. under certain reftrictions and li- 
mitations. But this indulgence by no means con- 
verts the ftipulated toleration into.an eftablifhment, 
as the Gentlemen of the Congrefs are pleafed to 
- Lithes in Canada are the property of the Romifh 
church ; and permitting a tolerated church to enjoy 
its Own property, is far fhort of the idea of an 
eftablifhment. If the city of New-York fhould be 
conquered by the Papifis from France, or the In- 
dependents from New-England, (which | believe in 
my confcience would be much the worft event of 
the two) and at the time of its furrender, the cor- 
poration 
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poration of Triuity-Church fhould contratt for: the 
Sree exercife of their religion, &c. the confirmation 
of, this-liberty,, with a permiffion {till to enjoy the’ 
eftate that belongs to them, (upon which fome 
people have;long caft an envious and wifhful eye) 
would not. amount to what is commonly underftood 
by a religious eftablifhment. An eftablithed»reli- 
gion, is a religion which the civil authority: en= 
gages, not.only to protect, but to fupport; and a. 
religion that is not provided for by:the civil autho-. 
rity, but which is left to provide for itfelf, or to 
fubfift:dn the provifion it has already made,can be 
no more than. a tolerated religion. 

Now the Lopifh religion in n Canada the Govern- 
ment isinder no engagement to provide for ; it is 
ehly allowed to enjoy fuch provifions vas! it has 
made for ittelf, in a general_way ;. and. then. this 
provifion . is curtailed, -whenever a Papiff em- 
braces, the Proteffant religion 5 ; and the various re-. 
ligious orders and communities are entirely difpof~ 
fefied of their refpective effects. But it evidently 
appears from the act, that itvis the objeé& of Go- 
vernment to make provifion, -as faft as the ftate of 
the country will admit of it; ** for the encourage- 
s* ment-ot the; Proteftant.religion, and for the main- 
“© tenance and fupport of a Proteftant Clergy.” 

From what has. been offéred, the inference: is 
clear,, that the Popifh religion is. only tolerated in 
Canada; and that it is-meant to eftablifh the Pro- 
tefant religion in that colony. If, after all, men 
will confoundsthe meaning of words; and make 
no diftinétion between so/eration and eftablifhment 
they degrade themfelves into the rank»of quibblers 
and praters; and it is lofs of time to difpute with 
them. D7 i. 3 
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